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On May 21, the Missionary Oblates of Mary
Immaculate celebrated the 150th anniversary of the
death of their founder, St. Eugene de Mazenod.
The Galilee Centre Retreat House in Arnprior, a

spiritual retreat centre overlooking the Ottawa River,
is operated by the Oblates and the order is prominent
in the Catholic history of the Ottawa Valley.
At the Galilee Centre, the anniversary was marked

by a special mass and a potluck dinner sponsored by
the Oblate Associates. The Oblate Associates, lay co-
workers who are a part of the Oblate family, gather
twice a month. The first Wednesday of every month a
mass is held at 7:00 pm at the centre, and on the third
Wednesday of every month they have formation
meetings and prayers. All are welcome.
As discussed in a previous issue of Ecclesia,

classes in iconography are periodically held at the
Galilee Centre, and this summer, on August 1-7, all
are invited to participate in the painting of the Icon of
St. Eugene as part of the celebrations marking the
special anniversary. The icon, illustrated above right,
was created to celebrate and commemorate the
anniversary and is designed to depict the “sum” of his
earthly life and faith journey.

The icon depicts a mature St. Eugene at 78-years-
old, sanctified and burnished by God’s love and more
compassionate and mellow from years of pouring
himself out in service to Christ, his Church and the
world as an oblation. He is glowing, transfigured and
glorified by God. He is both founder and beloved
“Papa” of the Oblate community. His hair is white
with pearl highlights and he radiates divine light and
love. From his right eye, we see a holy teardrop
falling, signifying his spiritual conversion to
becoming love. His forehead is bright, wide and lined,
denoting divine wisdom. His neck is strong and thick,
denoting fullness of Spirit. His eyes and ears are
exaggerated to signify following and being obedient
to God. As he was the Bishop of Marseille, St. Eugene
wears a red bishop’s cape with a purple undertone
representing his noble blood. He wears the distinctive
Gallic collar and the mission cross or Oblate crucifix.
His cassock is French blue to reflect his nationality.
St. Eugene offers a two-finger guide while pointing

us to the narrow path, Christ on the Cross. He holds the
Scriptures reverently, using his cape; it is bookmarked
to indicate his mandate from the Gospel of St Luke,
4:18: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he
has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has
sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery
of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free.”
The lettering on the icon’s background reads:

“Saint Eugene de Mazenod, OMI,” on the viewer’s
left.  On the right are his deathbed instructions to
Oblates to BE love, “la charite, la charite, la charite”
and the year of his Dies Natalis, 1861.  The icon script
is based on and copied from St Eugene’s own
handwriting in his letters so that he personally
addresses each viewer.
It was a full and dynamic life that came to an end

150 years ago – a life as a nobleman, an exile at the
age of nine, a child whose family separated and
divorced, a courageous young priest who dared to
cross boundaries to reach out to the most abandoned.
Later in life Eugene would become bishop of
Marseille, the second largest city of France. Today he
is remembered as the founder of the Oblates and also
as the patron of families going through difficult times.

As a priest, religious, missionary and bishop,
Eugene’s constant aim was to invite others to join the
adventure of discipleship, to follow Jesus and to live
the Gospel with a heart open to the needs of all,
especially the poor.
On May 21, 1861, as St. Eugene lay dying, he left

his Oblates a final testament, “Among yourselves –

charity, charity, charity, and outside, zeal for the
salvation of souls”. The Church, in declaring him a
saint on December 3, 1995, crowns these two pivots of
his living – love and zeal.
The 150th anniversary of his death is seen as an

invitation to the Oblates to deepen their Christian
discipleship following the example of St. Eugene, and
to invite others to embark on the same adventure.
The Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate are

well known throughout Canada and are often seen as
the Missionaries to the North. Pope Pius XI called the
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate “Specialists
of the Most Difficult Missions” and more recently,
Pope John Paul II described the Oblates as “men
consecrated to evangelization, particularly among
underprivileged people.”
Here in Canada their presence spans the country

from coast to coast. The Oblates first arrived in
Canada in December of 1841 at the invitation of
Bishop Bourget of Montreal. In only three years two
Oblates arrived in Bytown/Ottawa and in 1847 the
first bishop of Bytown/Ottawa was named, Bishop
Bruno Guigues, OMI. A statue of Bishop Guigues is
located outside the right corner of the Cathedral of
Notre Dame in Ottawa. By 1856 the Missionary
Oblates had built 67 churches and 48 chapels in the
new diocese. By 1848 the “College of Bytown”
(University of Ottawa) had been founded by the
Oblates. It is the oldest and largest bilingual
University in North America. In 1965 the school was
re-organized as an independent university with St.
Paul’s University maintaining its pontifical charter.
True to the principal of the missionary life, the Oblates
helped to establish the local church and then moved on
when the diocesan structures were in place.
If you are interested in more information about the

Oblates, the Galilee Centre, or the recently established
Oblate Associates at Galilee, please contact Fr. Jack
Lau, OMI, e-mail: jlau@galileecentre.com, telephone
(613) 623.4242. If you are interested in becoming part
of the Oblate family, and part of a rich tradition, pray
and then contact Fr. Ken Thorson, OMI at
vocations@omilacombe.ca, or contact Fr. Jack Lau.
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It's easy to get the sense these days that the
church’s mission for unity among the followers of
Jesus has been demoted on our priority lists. We
will ask if we can afford to let that happen as we
look at the biblical call to unity. If you could use
an injection of new energy for the ecumenical
dimension of your life/work/ministry, this
weekend is for you.
Thomas Ryan served in campus ministry at McGill
University in Montreal prior to directing the
Montreal-based Canadian Centre for Ecumenism
for 14 years. Perceiving the
need for places where
Christians of different
traditions could gather with
each other, he spearheaded
the founding of Unitas in
Montreal. In 2000 he set up
and developed the Paulist
Office for Ecumenical and
Interfaith Relations.


